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N° IV. 

Defcription of a remarkable Rock and Cascade, near the 
•wejlern fide of the Toughiogeny river, a quarter of a 
mile from Crawford 's ferry, and about twelve miles from 
Union-Town, in Fayette county, in the fate of Penn- 
fylvania*. 

BY THO. HUTCHINS. 

£ e »8, J i786" TpHIS cafcade is occafioned by a rock of a fe~ 
X micircular form, the chord of .which, from 
one extreme end of the arch to the other, is nearly one 
hundred yards ; the arch or circular part is extenfive, and 
upwards of twenty feet in height, exhibiting a grand and 
romantic appearance. This very curious production is 
compofed of ftone of variegated colours, and a fpecies of 
marble beautifully chequered with veins running in dif- 
ferent directions, prefenting on a clofe infpe&ion a faint 
refemblance of a variety of mathematical figures of diffe- 
rent angles and magnitudes. The operations of nature 
in this ftructure feems to be exceedingly uniform and ma- 
jeftic ; the layers or rows of ftone of which it is compofed 
are of various lengths and thicknefles, more refembling the 
effects of art than nature. A flat thin ftone from eight to 
ten inches thick, about twenty feet wide, forms the upper 
part of this amphitheatre, over which the ftream precipi- 
tates. The Whole front of this rock is made up from top 
to bottom, as well as from one extremity of the arch to 
the other, of a regular fucceflion, principally, of limeftone,. 
ftrata over ftrata, and each ftratum or row, projecting in 
an horizontal dire£tion a little further out than iis bafe, un- 
til it terminates into one entire flat, thin, extenfive piece, 
as already mentioned j and which jets out at right angles 
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or in a parallel line with the bottom, over which it im- 
pends fifteen or twenty feet, and that without columns or 
even a lingle pillar for its fupport. This circumftance, 
together with the grand circular walk between the front 
of the rock and the fheet of water falling from the fum- 
mit, exhibits fo noble and fingular an appearance, that a 
fpectator cannot behold it without admiration and delight. 



N° V. 

Letter to Mr. Nairne, of London. 

PaJJy y near Paris y Nov. 13th, 17S0. 



SIR, 



Re 28 J i n 86 r I '"'HE qualities hitherto fought in a hygrome- 
X ter, or inftrument to difcover the degrees of. 
moifture and drynefs in the air, feem to have been, an 
aptitude to receive humidity readily from a moift air, and 
to part with it as readily to a dry air. Different fubftances 
have been found to poffefs more or lefs of this quality ; 
but when we mall have found the fubftance that has it in 
the greateft perfection, there will ftill remain fome uncer- 
tainty in the conclufions to be drawn from the degree 
fhown by the inftrument, arifing from the actual ftate of 
the inftrument itfelf as to heat and cold. Thus, if two 
bottles or veflels of glafs or metal being filled, the one with 
cold and the other with hot water, are brought into a room, 
the moifture of the air in the room will attach itfelf in 
quantities to the furface of the cold veflel, while if you 
actually wet the furface of the hot veflel, the moifture will 
immediately quit it, and be abforbed by the fame air. 
And thus in a fudden change of the air from cold to warm, 
the inftrument remaining longer cold may condenfe and 
abforb more moifture, and mark the air as having become 
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